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On June 23, 2005 the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
(BEA) released the total Gross State Product (GSP) numbers
for 2004. These numbers show that the total GSP for the
United States grew by approximately 6.6 percent to
$11,649,827 million in 2004. These numbers also indicate that
the nation as a whole experienced real economic growth in 2004,
with real GSP growing in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.
These statistics sound great, but you may be asking: What
is GSP? What is the GSP for West Virginia? How does West
Virginia’s GSP compare with other states? This article offers
some answers to these questions.
What is the Gross State Product?
GSP is a measurement of the economic output of a state.
It is the sum of all value added  by the state’s industry in terms
of labor, capital, and land within the state. The GSP is calcu-
lated each year for each state in current (called “nominal”) dol-
lars and in real (adjusted to account for inflation) dollars.  The
GSP allows us to see which direction the state’s economy is
going and to compare one state’s economy to others.
Looking at the GSP and total personal income from year to
year gives a good picture of how the standard of living has
changed over time in a state. Both of these state economic
indicators include the income attained through employment in
their estimations. Employee compensation is added to govern-
ment income and income for proprietors and corporations in
the calculation of GSP. For total personal income, net earnings
from work are summed with asset income and transfer income
received. This number indicates the economic well-being of the
residents of the state.
The Bureau of Economic Analysis derives the GSP for
each state by calculating the sum of all costs incurred and in-
comes earned in the production of the goods and services in a
state. The value of these goods and services sold on the mar-
ket during that year are summed in the calculation of the gross
domestic product (GDP). The GDP is the sum of the GSP plus
various government military expenses.
WV Business & Economic Review 2 August  2005
Figure 1
Nominal and Real Gross State Product in West Virginia
What is the GSP for West Virginia?
In 2004, West Virginia experienced the largest nominal GSP increase since 1994.
West Virginia’s nominal GSP rose 6.5 percent to $49,774 million. The state’s GSP for
2004 ranks it only 42nd of 51 (all 50 states and the District of Columbia). This low GSP is
in part due to West Virginia’s comparably small population. However, West Virginia’s level
of growth in GSP ranks it 29th. This positive increase in nominal GSP has been a trend for
the state, as shown in Figure 1. In fact from 1998 to 2004, the nominal GSP averaged an
annual growth rate of 3.6 percent.
The real GSP for the state, which adjusts for inflation in terms of 2000 dollars and
captures the differences across states in the mix of goods and services that each state
produces, has also increased slightly over the past few years, as shown in Figure 1.
West Virginia hit $44,310 million in 2004, which was an increase of just over 2.7 percent.
This level of growth in 2004 for real GSP ranks the state near the bottom of the list at 46th.
Also unlike nominal GSP, inflation adjusted GSP experienced a year of decline from 1998
to 2004, which leaves the average annual growth in real GSP for this time period at a
mere 1.3 percent.
How does West Virginia’s GSP Compare to Other States?
To better understand how exactly West Virginia’s GSP compares to other states, the
effect of population and the number of employees must be taken into account. By looking
at the nominal GSP per capita, we can see that in 2004 West Virginia ranked next to last
with a level of only $27,418, approximately 68 percent of the national level. This statistic
may seem dismal, but actually this level was a 6.29 percent increase from 2003. This
growth puts West Virginia firmly in the top 20 in the nation in terms of growth (see Figure
2) and well above all bordering states, as shown in Figure 3. In fact, Virginia was the only
state that borders West Virginia to have a 2004 growth rate at or above 6 percent. This
relatively high growth in nominal GSP per capita puts into perspective the nominal in-
crease in the state’s economy in relation to other states. West Virginia’s level of real GSP
per capita was also ranked at the bottom. However, unlike nominal GSP per capita, the
2.45 percent growth rate for real GSP per capita was also low, ranking in at 42nd.
West Virginia’s 2004 nominal and real GSP per worker match those for per capita,
with West Virginia ranking once again next to last in the nation. In fact, West Virginia’s
GSP per worker, calculated from the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ total non-farm employ-
ment numbers, is only 78-80 percent of the national average. The rate of growth for nomi-
nal GSP per worker, on the other hand, ranked West Virginia in the top 25 in the nation
and slightly above all of its bordering states at 5.28 percent. This is a vast improvement
from 2003, when West Virginia ranked last in the nation. Since 2000, West Virginia has
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held an average annual growth rate for nominal GSP per worker of 3.5 percent, which
ties it with Kentucky for lowest of all bordering states. The growth rate trend for West
Virginia’s real GSP per workers during this same time frame is the same as nominal, with
the state ranking last among the surrounding states. Overall, West Virginia’s GSP num-
bers per capita and per worker are low relative to the nation but did grow significantly in
2004, indicating an improving economy.
Is There More to the GSP?
The BEA also computes for each state and the nation the GSP estimates for 81
NAICS industries (since 1997). The GSP for each industry, which is commonly referred to
as “value added,” is made up of three components: compensation to employees, taxes
on production and imports, and gross operating surplus. It is calculated by subtracting
the industry’s intermediate inputs, which includes the consumption of goods and services
purchased from other industries or imported, from its gross output, which is the sum of its
sales, other operating income, commodity taxes, and inventory change. These estimates
give a glimpse into how the economy for each state is doing and which industries are
either excelling or declining.
In 2003, the most dominant industry in the United States was the manufacturing sec-
tor; this has been the trend since at least 1997. For West Virginia, the most dominant
and thus largest contributors to the state’s GSP in 2003 and previous years were the
state and local government sector and the manufacturing sector. To see if these trends
have continued in 2004 and see what industries have driven the numbers discussed ear-
lier in this article, we must wait till the BEA releases these numbers in October 2005.
Figure 2
Growth in Nominal GSP per Capita
Figure 3
Nominal GSP Growth Rates for West Virginia and Bordering States
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The Changing Demographics of
West Virginia’s Population
by Amy Higginbotham, Economist
West Virginia’s population has been characterized over the years as being
mostly, if not all, white. Low levels of race diversity have been prevalent in many
schools, workplaces, and neighborhoods throughout the state, and in comparison to
other states, West Virginia’s non-white population has maintained very low levels. In
1990, the non-white share of the population was only 4.0 percent, 20 percent below
the U.S. average. The same trend continued in 1995 and 1999, with levels of 4.2 and
4.2 percent, respectively.
The state’s population has also been labeled as old.  Young people tend to
leave the state after graduation from high school or college, and older people tend to
retire here. In fact, the median age of the West Virginia population increased from
35.5 in 1990 to 37.3 in 1995 and to  38.9 in 1999. During the 1990-1999 time period,
the state’s median age was approximately three years higher than the national me-
dian age.
Are these characterizations about West Virginia’s population true now? A look at
the U.S. Census Bureau’s recently released 2004 population estimates, which
breaks down the state’s population by county, age, and race, will provide some in-
sights into questions about how the state’s demographics might be changing.
Is the Population Becoming More Diversified?
West Virginia’s estimated total population increased by 0.4 percent from 2000 to
2004. During that time, the number of nonwhites increased by 5.7 percent. Of the
7,918 individuals added to the state’s population, 5,319 were non-white. This means
that approximately 67 percent of the increase in West Virginia’s population in this
four-year time period was due to the increase of non-white residents.
Unlike the “majority-minority” states (states where the races once thought of as
minorities are now the largest share of that state’s population) like Texas and Califor-
nia, the minority populations of West Virginia still make up only a small part of the
state’s total population. In 2004, West Virginia’s population consisted of 1,727,793
whites, which accounts for a little over 95 percent of the population. The rest of the
population, as shown at the bottom of Table 1, consists of 58,094 blacks, 29,659
Hispanics, and 10,238 Asians.
The share of blacks in the West Virginia population is 3.2 percent, only 25
percent of the U.S. share. This share of the West Virginia population is just slightly
down from 2000 but up from the 3.14 and 3.16 percent found in 1990 and 1995. The
level of blacks in the state is increasing and diversifying the state but at a slow rate.
Hispanics have typically maintained a lower share of the population than
blacks in the state; however, this may not always be the case in the future. From
1990 to 2004, the level of Hispanics in West Virginia has increased by over 245 per-
cent to a share of 1.6 percent of the population. This is the highest level of growth of
any race in 2004, and the trend does not show signs of slowing down.
Asians are the smallest statistically notable race in the West Virginian population.
In 2004, this group represented a little over .5 percent of the population. This number
seems quite small relative to states such as California where Asians make up over
12 percent of the population. However, 2004’s level is up almost 5 percent since
2000 and is up approximately 35 percent since 1990.
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Barbour 15,548 15,476 35 0.653 22.253 39 1.014 3.770 20 0.349 23.298
Berkeley 76,440 89,362 8 4.972 4.267 2 4.487 42.094 10 0.556 17.116
Boone 25,512 25,721 33 0.688 1.481 42 0.991 6.721 45 0.132 53.290
Braxton 14,713 14,950 31 0.789 13.852 47 0.896 3.028 46 0.127 -1.585
Brooke 25,375 24,785 26 0.948 7.408 31 1.122 43.024 15 0.395 12.734
Cabell 96,665 94,801 9 4.285 -1.078 13 1.512 9.863 7 0.726 -10.291
Calhoun 7,583 7,415 50 0.094 -10.518 21 1.335 12.492 49 0.108 2.266
Clay 10,341 10,424 48 0.125 61.206 49 0.873 7.471 54 0.010 0.000
Doddridge 7,416 7,418 40 0.364 28.537 28 1.173 -1.163 43 0.135 -9.115
Fayette 47,518 47,049 7 5.203 -7.849 19 1.399 1.615 21 0.346 10.486
Gilmer 7,166 6,982 22 1.131 26.691 15 1.461 -3.067 4 0.874 56.519
Grant 11,287 11,537 29 0.832 5.528 24 1.265 15.191 34 0.182 14.139
Greenbrier 34,421 34,886 13 3.044 -1.703 17 1.436 4.508 32 0.192 -2.784
Hampshire 20,318 21,542 27 0.905 6.930 9 1.699 50.744 30 0.218 10.824
Hancock 32,627 31,507 16 2.323 -0.653 11 1.619 6.909 19 0.355 -2.537
Hardy 12,695 13,209 19 1.802 -10.649 7 2.029 45.521 42 0.136 -13.502
Harrison 68,597 68,303 20 1.572 -3.694 6 2.095 8.138 6 0.736 22.316
Jackson 28,056 28,477 51 0.084 31.362 51 0.744 28.930 18 0.362 47.068
Jefferson 42,449 47,663 5 6.063 -1.948 1 5.335 50.386 8 0.665 8.586
Kanawha 199,687 195,218 4 7.079 0.866 22 1.282 7.397 2 0.930 6.515
Lewis 16,877 17,132 44 0.222 29.084 30 1.138 11.039 24 0.321 4.195
Lincoln 22,132 22,564 53 0.040 -11.723 36 1.059 -10.182 52 0.058 218.778
Logan 37,585 36,502 15 2.474 -5.701 37 1.052 -1.398 23 0.334 4.683
McDowell 27,171 24,726 1 10.891 -8.833 40 1.007 1.342 53 0.057 39.858
Marion 56,513 56,453 12 3.274 0.596 10 1.665 17.332 16 0.393 -6.624
Marshall 35,404 34,722 39 0.524 14.552 20 1.362 2.834 22 0.343 26.393
Mason 25,967 25,941 37 0.551 6.032 45 0.983 3.762 28 0.270 -5.311
Mercer 62,943 62,070 6 6.001 2.647 34 1.099 21.974 12 0.487 3.114
Mineral 27,043 27,145 14 2.789 7.124 25 1.241 5.910 27 0.287 27.388
Mingo 28,034 27,389 17 2.264 -4.857 35 1.066 5.985 36 0.168 -14.394
Monongalia 81,862 83,918 11 3.443 -0.592 3 2.455 20.620 1 2.423 -3.447
Monroe 13,218 13,568 24 1.017 -9.772 50 0.767 20.616 41 0.140 8.882
Morgan 15,015 15,810 38 0.538 -12.255 8 1.771 5.107 44 0.133 4.969
Nicholas 26,558 26,276 49 0.103 60.528 44 0.989 -1.207 31 0.206 9.159
Ohio 47,336 45,410 10 3.605 -0.616 32 1.119 8.736 3 0.905 12.745
Pendleton 8,167 7,897 18 1.950 -12.492 4 2.241 16.593 29 0.228 43.196
Pleasants 7,507 7,441 36 0.578 17.247 54 0.699 -6.319 25 0.309 54.693
Pocahontas 9,111 8,995 30 0.789 -1.485 46 0.912 6.484 39 0.145 1.290
Preston 29,307 29,856 41 0.358 18.014 29 1.142 -2.977 38 0.151 13.263
Putnam 51,752 53,836 25 1.007 74.254 27 1.185 15.936 9 0.633 2.759
Raleigh 79,092 79,175 2 8.381 -2.154 5 2.141 16.054 5 0.794 5.074
Randolph 28,218 28,495 21 1.221 11.167 14 1.509 6.190 14 0.407 3.489
Ritchie 10,337 10,486 47 0.153 21.328 41 0.992 4.615 40 0.143 13.745
Roane 15,469 15,359 43 0.234 -2.006 12 1.615 18.377 26 0.293 22.493
Summers 14,323 13,809 3 7.415 5.056 16 1.448 3.206 37 0.152 36.135
Taylor 16,102 16,202 28 0.901 2.907 23 1.278 -1.568 33 0.191 14.106
Tucker 7,298 7,046 52 0.057 0.000 52 0.738 45.567 55 0.000 0.000
Tyler 9,592 9,365 54 0.011 -48.788 48 0.876 2.424 48 0.117 25.185
Upshur 23,412 23,996 34 0.663 3.420 18 1.429 20.813 17 0.388 24.297
Wayne 42,911 42,515 45 0.207 58.607 38 1.018 5.309 35 0.181 -10.670
Webster 9,700 9,849 55 0.000 0.000 53 0.731 -1.513 50 0.102 64.145
Wetzel 17,679 17,048 46 0.158 86.662 43 0.991 16.063 13 0.416 18.755
Wirt 5,881 5,835 42 0.343 18.575 55 0.617 0.788 47 0.120 17.586
Wood 87,898 87,100 23 1.092 4.317 33 1.104 -8.672 11 0.503 -1.336
Wyoming 25,608 24,698 32 0.753 9.576 26 1.194 9.631 51 0.077 -6.190
W. Va. 1,807,436 1,815,354 3.200 -0.090 1.634 17.831 0.564 4.891
U.S. 282,192,162 293,655,404 12.771 0.630 14.072 11.400 4.198 29.084
* Hispanic includes all individuals who identify themselves as Hispanic and in combination with the following other races:
whites, blacks, American Indian, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific.
Note:Counties are ranked from highest to lowest share of the population that is in that category. “Share” is the share of
the total population that group has in 2004. “Growth” indicates the change in the share of the population a group from
2000-2004
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
Table 1
West Virginia’s Population by Race in 2004
County 2000 2004 Rank Share Growth Rank Share Growth Rank Share Growth
Total Population Blacks Hispanics* Asians
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How Are the Races Spread Across the State?
Now that it is evident that the state’s population is becoming slightly more racially
diverse each year, it is interesting to look at which areas of the state are the most diversi-
fied. In 2004, only four counties within the state contained a non-white share of the popu-
lation over 10 percent. Those counties—Jefferson, McDowell, Raleigh, and
Berkeley—are located in the very southern and very eastern sections of the state.
As shown in Figure 1, the counties with the highest levels of blacks in 2004 were
located in either the southern counties of the state, in the counties closest to Washing-
ton, D.C., or in counties containing universities. The county with the highest share of
blacks in its population was McDowell, at the extreme southern end of the state. This
county’s population is one of the most diversified in the state—almost 12 percent of it
was non-white and of that, 10.9 percent was black. This level of blacks within the county,
however, is down almost 9 percent since 2000. The largest increase in blacks from 2000
to 2004 occurred in Wetzel County, which experienced an increase of over 86 percent,
leaving the level of blacks within the county population at 0.2 percent in 2004.
Figure 1
2004 Share of Blacks in the Total West Virginia Population
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The highest level of Hispanics can be found in the Eastern Panhandle and in North-
central West Virginia, as shown in Figure 2. The top two counties, Jefferson and Berke-
ley, did not only contain the highest levels of Hispanics in their populations but also
experienced some of the highest levels of growth of this race from 2000 to 2004. This
increase is in part due to the inflow from Washington, D.C., that the Eastern Panhandle
is experiencing. In fact, Jefferson and Berkeley experienced increases in total population
of 12.3 and 16.9 percent, respectively, from 2000 to 2004.
The concentration of the Asian population within the state is not as compact as seen
with the black and Hispanic populations. The largest levels of Asians, as shown in Figure
3, are located not in particular regions but rather in the metropolitan and micropolitan
statistical areas. These areas, which include Beckley, Charleston, Clarksburg, Hunting-
ton, Morgantown, Parkersburg, and Wheeling, are areas that are considered to have
large populations and have a high degree of economic and social mixing.
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Figure 2
2004 Share of Hispanics in the Total West Virginia Population
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Figure 3
2004 Share of Asians in the Total West Virginia Population
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How Old Are West Virginia’s Residents?
The 2004 population estimates show that West Virginia is slowly becoming more ra-
cially diversified, but is the majority of the population heading for or already at retirement
age? Table 2 shows that the level of 25-64 year-olds (those considered working-age indi-
viduals) made up almost 54 percent of West Virginia’s 2004 population. This share is
slightly above the U.S. level of 53.6 percent. By breaking down this large age group, as
done in Figure 4, it is clear that most individuals fall into the 45-54 year-old category. This
age group, which includes baby boomers, made up approximately 15.7 percent of the
total population in the state in 2004.
The second largest age category in the state is the 5-24 year-olds, considered the
school-age individuals. This group, which has decreased its share of the state’s popula-
tion by 3.8 percent since 2000, is smaller than the share found in the U.S. population.
This is a small indicator that West Virginia’s 2004 population is older than the nation’s
population.
Only 13.5 percent of the total West Virginian population is made up of 65-84 year
olds. This age range, considered to incorporate retired individuals, has decreased in
level by 0.1 percent since 2000. The share of the population that these individuals have,
however, is still larger than the U.S. share, which is 12.6 percent.
The smallest age category for the state is the 85+ year-olds. This category made up
only 1.8 percent of the population in 2004, which is slightly larger than the U.S. level of
1.7 percent. This level shows that the majority of West Virginia’s population is slightly
older than the U.S. level but still is not where most of the state’s population is concentrated.
How Are The Age Ranges Distributed Across the State?
Figure 5 shows that there is a concentration of 65-84 year-olds in the mountainous
counties in eastern West Virginia and in the Northern Panhandle. The largest concentra-
tion can be found in Pendleton County, which had one of the state’s oldest populations in
2004.
Figure 4
Breakdown of the 25-64 Year-Old Category
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Table 2
West Virginia’s Population by Age in 2004
County Rank Share Growth Rank Share Growth Rank Share Growth Rank Share Growth Rank Share Growth
Barbour 44 4.982 -5.307 10 26.389 -2.426 40 53.276 2.276 38 13.279 -1.123 17 2.074 -4.588
Berkeley 2 6.473 -2.893 5 27.456 0.087 8 55.315 1.033 54 9.721 -4.463 55 1.035 5.923
Boone 4 6.388 2.108 35 24.680 -4.498 5 55.597 2.181 50 11.916 -1.071 45 1.419 -1.888
Braxton 29 5.318 1.216 32 24.803 -0.213 18 54.535 0.864 42 13.043 -4.333 7 2.301 5.139
Brooke 53 4.539 -9.309 40 24.285 -1.843 49 52.391 0.919 3 16.449 0.847 6 2.336 15.103
Cabell 9 5.927 9.029 24 25.026 -11.041 45 52.893 4.998 21 14.100 -0.939 18 2.054 12.672
Calhoun 19 5.502 8.941 38 24.450 -3.181 29 53.891 1.478 28 13.877 -2.923 9 2.279 -0.673
Clay 1 6.504 8.135 6 27.293 -4.327 50 52.341 1.094 47 12.279 1.747 37 1.583 -1.984
Doddridge 47 4.637 -20.576 4 27.689 1.105 42 53.154 2.229 43 12.968 -1.360 40 1.550 -4.984
Fayette 15 5.666 1.301 30 24.846 -3.281 39 53.376 2.012 23 13.992 -2.370 15 2.119 2.749
Gilmer 54 4.282 -10.269 3 28.631 -9.657 53 50.988 5.663 22 14.093 8.595 20 2.005 -12.915
Grant 35 5.192 -17.924 47 23.758 -1.448 17 54.538 0.632 17 14.536 8.294 24 1.976 1.391
Greenbrier 30 5.292 -3.935 45 23.947 0.791 48 52.683 -0.526 7 15.920 2.910 13 2.158 -6.192
Hampshire 31 5.259 -13.542 9 26.655 2.454 36 53.663 0.750 44 12.924 -1.359 41 1.499 -2.357
Hancock 23 5.427 2.953 54 22.055 -3.240 34 53.677 0.339 2 16.898 2.230 25 1.942 1.726
Hardy 25 5.368 -9.627 27 24.968 0.147 13 54.629 0.656 31 13.688 2.698 47 1.348 -11.818
Harrison 11 5.724 0.251 20 25.466 -0.970 46 52.810 1.483 25 13.923 -3.154 16 2.076 -3.842
Jackson 21 5.457 -10.414 17 25.670 -1.086 52 52.137 -0.824 12 15.170 10.606 39 1.566 -6.310
Jefferson 5 6.357 1.259 8 26.887 -2.676 3 55.716 1.419 53 9.983 -1.131 53 1.057 -0.473
Kanawha 8 5.981 4.555 50 23.144 -3.808 21 54.400 1.404 18 14.483 -1.090 21 1.992 3.218
Lewis 33 5.207 -0.372 46 23.914 -2.228 25 54.144 0.439 19 14.441 1.719 8 2.294 3.794
Lincoln 6 6.156 2.746 16 25.683 -4.293 12 54.640 1.095 48 12.219 4.370 49 1.303 -8.162
Logan 7 6.117 7.744 43 24.114 -5.974 7 55.375 2.163 40 13.112 -0.585 51 1.282 -0.231
McDowell 24 5.411 7.165 33 24.776 -4.079 30 53.879 1.521 24 13.945 -2.018 22 1.990 9.443
Marion 34 5.195 1.596 37 24.456 -6.167 41 53.211 4.308 16 14.651 -5.276 2 2.487 6.155
Marshall 41 5.046 -5.481 39 24.440 -1.270 27 53.957 0.738 20 14.417 -1.480 14 2.140 25.015
Mason 26 5.354 -8.285 34 24.729 -1.572 37 53.656 -0.372 15 14.791 8.315 42 1.469 -3.691
Mercer 13 5.682 -0.567 48 23.728 -5.300 44 53.042 2.389 11 15.313 -0.375 10 2.235 8.779
Mineral 22 5.456 -1.176 12 26.237 -0.404 43 53.104 0.159 34 13.568 1.079 35 1.636 -3.421
Mingo 3 6.444 11.242 14 25.857 -6.238 10 54.796 1.302 51 11.676 2.036 52 1.227 12.024
Monongalia 39 5.066 2.518 1 29.693 -18.983 11 54.777 14.888 55 9.179 -2.703 50 1.285 -0.794
Monroe 37 5.174 -5.015 42 24.167 -0.795 31 53.781 0.748 14 14.954 -0.770 27 1.924 10.551
Morgan 40 5.054 -16.337 49 23.656 2.509 24 54.339 0.012 8 15.560 3.836 46 1.392 -11.090
Nicholas 46 4.890 -8.921 22 25.206 -2.759 23 54.350 1.300 26 13.921 4.002 36 1.633 -2.341
Ohio 43 4.994 -3.738 13 25.882 -2.797 55 50.339 1.775 5 16.294 -0.493 1 2.491 6.022
Pendleton 10 5.812 7.640 52 22.629 -4.786 51 52.260 -1.361 1 16.930 9.219 5 2.368 0.726
Pleasants 45 4.959 -14.616 19 25.534 0.254 19 54.468 1.237 39 13.278 -0.224 33 1.761 9.225
Pocahontas 48 4.636 -5.084 53 22.346 -1.551 6 55.475 0.664 9 15.375 3.154 12 2.168 -9.811
Preston 38 5.118 -7.585 15 25.720 -1.273 22 54.358 1.669 37 13.347 0.896 43 1.457 -15.109
Putnam 16 5.643 -13.058 11 26.252 1.003 4 55.673 -0.488 52 11.377 8.914 54 1.055 -6.344
Raleigh 27 5.350 -1.615 41 24.219 -2.231 9 55.182 1.491 35 13.430 -1.740 31 1.820 3.859
Randolph 20 5.464 5.319 25 25.011 -2.920 16 54.539 1.110 41 13.108 0.399 28 1.878 -8.498
Ritchie 32 5.255 -2.832 29 24.938 -1.194 26 54.034 -0.259 33 13.599 2.984 11 2.174 10.177
Roane 28 5.326 -6.592 21 25.431 -3.484 28 53.955 1.500 36 13.425 2.506 29 1.862 9.942
Summers 55 4.128 -1.954 55 21.464 -3.505 2 55.913 0.811 6 16.062 1.930 4 2.433 4.657
Taylor 42 4.999 -6.612 28 24.966 -2.070 15 54.574 2.073 32 13.646 -0.572 32 1.815 -7.536
Tucker 52 4.542 -6.106 51 22.892 -1.376 35 53.676 -0.678 4 16.421 5.677 3 2.469 4.175
Tyler 49 4.613 -11.150 36 24.592 0.804 32 53.743 -0.425 10 15.334 5.813 34 1.719 -11.817
Upshur 18 5.643 6.794 2 29.034 -2.181 54 50.425 0.285 45 12.919 2.736 23 1.979 -9.129
Wayne 17 5.643 -1.851 18 25.582 -2.658 38 53.562 1.025 27 13.908 2.263 48 1.305 -3.419
Webster 51 4.569 -11.538 23 25.190 -1.869 14 54.594 1.275 30 13.788 3.040 30 1.858 -0.972
Wetzel 36 5.191 -8.224 26 24.988 1.253 47 52.704 -1.360 13 15.087 6.517 19 2.030 -1.965
Wirt 50 4.610 -16.321 7 27.232 -0.092 20 54.464 0.662 49 12.117 4.177 38 1.577 5.370
Wood 14 5.667 -2.233 31 24.809 -1.558 33 53.738 0.386 29 13.853 1.981 26 1.932 2.438
Wyoming 12 5.701 0.820 44 23.982 -5.534 1 56.158 2.167 46 12.734 -0.462 44 1.425 18.883
West Virginia 5.570 -0.776 25.138 -3.843 53.959 1.963 13.541 -0.120 1.792 1.441
United States 6.950 0.662 28.550 -1.418 53.615 1.056 12.567 -0.433 1.683 9.106
Ages 0-4 Ages 5-24 Ages 25-64 Ages 65-84 Ages 85+
Note: Counties are ranked from highest to lowest share of the population that is in that category. “Share” is the share of the total population that group
has in 2004. “Growth” indicates the change in the share of the population of a group from 2000-2004.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
The lowest concentration of 65-84 year-olds was in Monongalia County, which
ranked highest in the state’s 5-24 year-olds. Monongalia County’s level is largely due to
the concentration of West Virginia University students there.
Overall, there is a relatively even distribution of ages across regions within the state,
except for the 65-84 year-olds. The counties that seem to rank the highest in the younger
age ranges and the lowest in the older age ranges include Berkeley, Boone, Clay,
Jefferson, and Mingo counties. The counties with the oldest populations include Brooke,
Marion, Pendleton, Summers, and Tucker.
Will These Trends Continue?
West Virginia, along with the rest of the U.S., is becoming more and more racially
diverse each year. More states are becoming majority-minority states. Though West Vir-
ginia may not arrive at that status for some years, the 2004 population estimates suggest
that the state is slowly diversifying.
The median age of the U.S. population has continuously increased since the mid-
1960s. West Virginia’s median age, which has historically been above the national level,
has also incrementally increased over the years. West Virginia, whose largest share of
the population is heading towards retirement, has a relatively older population. This trend
will continue over the next few years unless the state can attract and keep more resi-
dents within the 0-24 year-old range.
              Figure 5
2004 Share of 65-84 Year Old Population in the Total West Virginia Population
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